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necessary location maps, and began the construction of a line from Phoenix to Benson, by way of the Gila and San Pedro Valleys. The ostensible object of this enterprise was to secure a connection with the El Paso & Southwestern and thus get an entrance into Texas. To this move the Southern Pacific offered no objection, although the projected road invaded its territory and for a distance of one hundred and eighty-five miles nearly paralleled its main line. In December, 1903, however, the Phoenix & Eastern abandoned the location along the south bank of the Gila River on which it had originally filed, crossed to the north bank, where it had no right of way, and began making location surveys eastward in the general direction of the Gila Canon. This, and other moves made by the Santa Fe about the same time, seemed to indicate an intention on the part of its managers to preempt the only practicable approach to the canon, and perhaps build through the canon itself, thus preventing the Southern Pacific from constructing its proposed line from Lordsburg to Yuma by way of the Gila Valley.
When this state of affairs was reported to Mr. Harriman, he took steps at once to protect Southern Pacific interests. By his direction, and under the immediate supervision of Epes Randolph, vice-president and general manager of Southern Pacific lines